
The Easter Story in the Bible
Matthew 21:1–11 · Luke 23:33–49 · Matthew 27:57–66 · Matthew 28:1–10 (KJV)

1. Jesus rides into Jerusalem
Jesus rides into Jerusalem on a colt, and the multitudes cry, Hosanna to the Son of David.

1 And when they drew nigh unto Jerusalem, and were come to Bethphage, unto the mount of

Olives, then sent Jesus two disciples, 2 Saying unto them, Go into the village over against you,

and straightway ye shall find an ass tied, and a colt with her: loose them, and bring them unto

me. 3 And if any man say ought unto you, ye shall say, The Lord hath need of them; and

straightway he will send them. 4 All this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was

spoken by the prophet, saying, 5 Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh unto

thee, meek, and sitting upon an ass, and a colt the foal of an ass. 6 And the disciples went,

and did as Jesus commanded them, 7 And brought the ass, and the colt, and put on them their

clothes, and they set him thereon. 8 And a very great multitude spread their garments in the

way; others cut down branches from the trees, and strawed them in the way. 9 And the

multitudes that went before, and that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna to the Son of David:

Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest. 10 And when he

was come into Jerusalem, all the city was moved, saying, Who is this? 11 And the multitude

said, This is Jesus the prophet of Nazareth of Galilee.

Free to print & copy for church, classroom & home · Please don't resell or re-post vbshq.com



The Easter Story in the Bible (page 2)

2. Jesus dies on the cross
Jesus is crucified at Calvary, prays for the people who crucified Him, and gives up the ghost.

33 And when they were come to the place, which is called Calvary, there they crucified him,

and the malefactors, one on the right hand, and the other on the left. 34 Then said Jesus,

Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. And they parted his raiment, and cast

lots. 35 And the people stood beholding. And the rulers also with them derided him, saying,

He saved others; let him save himself, if he be Christ, the chosen of God. 36 And the soldiers

also mocked him, coming to him, and offering him vinegar, 37 And saying, If thou be the king of

the Jews, save thyself. 38 And a superscription also was written over him in letters of Greek,

and Latin, and Hebrew, THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS. 39 And one of the malefactors

which were hanged railed on him, saying, If thou be Christ, save thyself and us. 40 But the

other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou art in the same

condemnation? 41 And we indeed justly; for we receive the due reward of our deeds: but this

man hath done nothing amiss. 42 And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou

comest into thy kingdom. 43 And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou

be with me in paradise. 44 And it was about the sixth hour, and there was a darkness over all

the earth until the ninth hour. 45 And the sun was darkened, and the veil of the temple was

rent in the midst. 46 And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, he said, Father, into thy

hands I commend my spirit: and having said thus, he gave up the ghost. 47 Now when the

centurion saw what was done, he glorified God, saying, Certainly this was a righteous man.
48 And all the people that came together to that sight, beholding the things which were done,

smote their breasts, and returned. 49 And all his acquaintance, and the women that followed

him from Galilee, stood afar off, beholding these things.
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3. The tomb is sealed
Joseph lays the body of Jesus in his own new tomb, and the next day the stone is sealed and watched.

57 When the even was come, there came a rich man of Arimathaea, named Joseph, who also

himself was Jesus’ disciple: 58 He went to Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus. Then Pilate

commanded the body to be delivered. 59 And when Joseph had taken the body, he wrapped it

in a clean linen cloth, 60 And laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn out in the rock:

and he rolled a great stone to the door of the sepulchre, and departed. 61 And there was Mary

Magdalene, and the other Mary, sitting over against the sepulchre. 62 Now the next day, that

followed the day of the preparation, the chief priests and Pharisees came together unto Pilate,
63 Saying, Sir, we remember that that deceiver said, while he was yet alive, After three days I

will rise again. 64 Command therefore that the sepulchre be made sure until the third day, lest

his disciples come by night, and steal him away, and say unto the people, He is risen from the

dead: so the last error shall be worse than the first. 65 Pilate said unto them, Ye have a watch:

go your way, make it as sure as ye can. 66 So they went, and made the sepulchre sure, sealing

the stone, and setting a watch.
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4. He is risen!
Early on the first day of the week, an angel tells the women that Jesus is risen, and Jesus meets them.

1 In the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week, came Mary

Magdalene and the other Mary to see the sepulchre. 2 And, behold, there was a great

earthquake: for the angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the

stone from the door, and sat upon it. 3 His countenance was like lightning, and his raiment

white as snow: 4 And for fear of him the keepers did shake, and became as dead men. 5 And

the angel answered and said unto the women, Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus,

which was crucified. 6 He is not here: for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the

Lord lay. 7 And go quickly, and tell his disciples that he is risen from the dead; and, behold, he

goeth before you into Galilee; there shall ye see him: lo, I have told you. 8 And they departed

quickly from the sepulchre with fear and great joy; and did run to bring his disciples word.
9 And as they went to tell his disciples, behold, Jesus met them, saying, All hail. And they

came and held him by the feet, and worshipped him. 10 Then said Jesus unto them, Be not

afraid: go tell my brethren that they go into Galilee, and there shall they see me.
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